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we are committed to ensuring that these pro-
grams have a strong foundation, so that all eli-
gible children and individuals can access high 
quality nutrition assistance with dignity and re-
spect. I look forward to working with my col-
leagues on the committee on the reauthoriza-
tion of the Child Nutrition Programs later this 
year to further strengthen the Nation’s nutrition 
safety net and the services that these pro-
grams provide. 

I commend the Food and Nutrition Service 
for 40 years of important service to the Nation 
and support the Agency’s continued effort to 
promote food security through access to nutri-
tious foods, to improve diet quality, and to 
educate individuals on the benefits of and 
strategies for living a healthy lifestyle. 

Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, it is a pleas-
ure to speak here today on behalf of this reso-
lution recognizing the 40th anniversary of the 
Food and Nutrition Service of the Department 
of Agriculture. When President Lincoln orga-
nized USDA he called it the ‘‘People’s Depart-
ment.’’ That legacy is truly evident in the mil-
lions of Americans served each day by the 
Food and Nutrition Service. 

Contending with hunger is a sad fact of life 
for 36 million food insecure Americans. The 
programs administered and implemented by 
the dedicated public servants at FNS, Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program, WIC, the 
National School Lunch Program, TEFAP and 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Nutrition 
Program—just to name a few—provide the dif-
ference between hunger and adequate nutri-
tion for these adults and, unfortunately, so 
many children. 

However, these programs, vital to so many 
of our constituents, do not run on autopilot. 
For the past 40 years dedicated individuals at 
the Food Nutrition Service have worked to 
reach those in need, while protecting the in-
tegrity of the programs they administer. They 
have driven error rates down, while working to 
increase participation rates; FNS has proven 
to be able stewards of the programs they ad-
minister. 

Mr. Speaker, forty years ago today man set 
foot on the moon. This was a dream for untold 
generations which this government made a 
priority and achieved. When we set this goal, 
the tools needed to achieve it did not exist— 
they had to be invented. Forty years ago the 
Food Nutrition Service was also formed, our 
nation’s greatest tool in fighting hunger. I look 
forward to the day when we set our goals high 
again and provide the resources necessary to 
truly end hunger in the United States. 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
SCOTT) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 164. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the resolution just consid-
ered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

RECOGNIZING BUREAU OF LABOR 
STATISTICS 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and concur in the 
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 30) 
commending the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics on the occasion of its 125th an-
niversary. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 30 

Whereas the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to estab-
lish a Bureau of Labor’’, approved on June 
27, 1884 (23 Stat. 60), established a bureau to 
‘‘collect information upon the subject of 
labor, its relation to capital, the hours of 
labor, and the earnings of laboring men and 
women, and the means of promoting their 
material, social, intellectual, and moral 
prosperity’’; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics is 
the principal factfinding agency for the Fed-
eral Government in the broad field of labor 
economics and statistics, and in that role it 
collects, processes, analyzes, and dissemi-
nates essential statistical data to the public, 
Congress, other Federal agencies, State and 
local governments, business, and labor; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has completed 125 years of service to govern-
ment, business, labor, and the public by pro-
ducing indispensable data and special studies 
on prices, employment and unemployment, 
productivity, wages and other compensation, 
economic growth, industrial relations, occu-
pational safety and health, the use of time 
by the people of the United States, and the 
economic conditions of States and metro-
politan areas; 

Whereas many public programs and private 
transactions are dependent today on the 
quality of such statistics of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics as the unemployment rate 
and the Consumer Price Index, which play 
essential roles in the allocation of Federal 
funds and the adjustment of pensions, wel-
fare payments, private contracts, and other 
payments to offset the impact of inflation; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
pursues these responsibilities with absolute 
integrity and is known for being unfailingly 
responsive to the need for new types of infor-
mation and indexes of change; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has earned an international reputation as a 
leader in economic and social statistics; 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics’ 
Internet website, www.bls.gov, began oper-
ating in 1995 and meets the public need for 
timely and accurate information by pro-
viding an ever-expanding body of economic 
data and analysis available to an ever-grow-
ing group of online citizens; and 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has established the highest standards of pro-
fessional competence and commitment: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress com-

mends the Bureau of Labor Statistics on the 
occasion of its 125th anniversary for the ex-
emplary service its administrators and em-
ployees provide in collecting and dissemi-
nating vital information for the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlemen from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) and the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Connecticut. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I re-

quest 5 legislative days during which 
Members may revise and extend and in-
sert extraneous material on Senate 
Concurrent Resolution 30 into the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of Senate Concurrent Resolution 30, 
which commends the work of the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics as it cele-
brates its 125th anniversary. 

Since its founding in 1884, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics has served as the 
principal factfinding agency for the 
Federal Government for all matters in 
the fields of labor, economics, and sta-
tistics. In this capacity, it has col-
lected, analyzed, and disseminated es-
sential labor-related data to all levels 
of government, various Federal agen-
cies, and the American public. 

As an institution, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics has evolved through-
out its 125 years. Originally serving a 
broad fact-finding mandate, the Bureau 
has since developed into many special-
ized arms that study a multitude of 
labor issues, including wages and 
prices, the state of industrial relations, 
unemployment, demographic shifts, 
and workplace safety conditions. 

The Bureau has stringent criteria for 
its data and analyses in order to ensure 
that it is not only accurate but rel-
evant to society. As a result of rapidly 
changing economic conditions, the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics has developed 
a reputation for responsiveness, swiftly 
adjusting its measures and indices to 
provide citizens and policymakers of 
this Nation with high-quality statis-
tical data. 

In its commitment to disseminate 
this valuable information, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics established a Web 
site in 1995. Since that time, a variety 
of data access tools have been devel-
oped, providing increased access to the 
statistical data it analyzes and devel-
ops. Today, the use of the Web site is 
over 1,000 times what it was when it 
began, with more than 20 million users 
in the months of this year alone. 

The data and analyses provided by 
the Bureau are invaluable, contrib-
uting to policy development process as 
well as the allocation of Federal funds 
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